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Post-BehaviouralApproach

AfterdiscussingtheBehaviouralApproach,weputlightonthePost-BehaviouralApproachto

developagreaterunderstandingoftheprospectsofPoliticalScience.ThePost-Behaviouural

ApproachissuchanapproachwhichdevelopedafterwitnessingtheloopholesofBehavioral

Approach.Consideringthepopularityin1940’s,BehaviouralApproachhasbeenoneofthemost

importantapproachestoPoliticalScience.Butin1970’s,therewasgeneraldissatisfactionwith

theachievementsofbehaviouralistasitfailedtosolvepracticalproblemsofthesocietyandit

ledtotheemergenceofthepost-BehaviouralApproach.ThefailureoftheBehaviouralApproach

tomakeanyrealprogresstowardstheobjectiveofbuildingascientificpoliticaltheory

compelledthebehaviouraliststoadmitreformsinBehaviouralApproachandthatresultinPost-

BehaviouralApproach.DavidEaston,whoatonetimewasaBehaviouralist,criticizeditforits

limitationsinlatercourse.Thus,thePost-BehaviouralApproachcomplainsthattheBehavioural

Approachhadnottakenintoaccountserioussocialmatters.

Post-BehaviouralApproachisbothamovementandacademictendency.Itopposedthe

effortsoftheBehaviouralApproachtomakePoliticalscienceavaluefreescience.ThePost-

BehaviouralApproachisafutureorientedapproachwhichwantstosolveproblemsofboth

presentandfuture.Tothisapproach,thestudyofPoliticalScienceshouldputimportanceon

socialchange.Toitpoliticalsciencemusthavesomerelevancetosociety.Alongwithrelevance,

thisapproachbelievesthatactionisthecoreofstudypoliticalscience.Itacceptsthatpolitical

scienceneedstostudyallrealitiesofpolitics,socialchange,valuesetc.

TherearesomebasiccharacteristicsofPost-BehaviouralApproach.Importanceonaction

andrelevance,humanproblem oriented,qualitativeandqualitative,concernedwithregularities

andirregularitiesarethebasicfeaturesofPost-BehaviouralApproach.DavidEastonhas

mentionedaboutsevenkeyfeaturesofPost-BehaviouralApproachtopoliticalscience.

Consideringthissevenfeatures,heopinedthatsubstancemusthaveprecedenceover

technique,politicalscienceshouldputemphasisonsocialchange,researchinsocialscience

mustnotlosetouchwithreality,studyshouldaccordvaluealso,studyshouldalsobefuture

orientedetc.Tohim madcrazeforscientism shouldbediscardedassocialsciencecan’tbe

purescienceatanycost.Therefore,wecansaythatPost-BehaviouralApproachlaysemphasis

onsubstancethantechnique.Itisanattempttodevelopapractical,socialchangeoriented



approachtopoliticalscience.Actually,thePost-BehaviouralApproachrefinestheBehavioural

Approachandtriestomakeitacceptable.


