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THESTANDINGCOMMITTEEOFTHENPC

ThisarticlethrowslightuponthetenpowersandfunctionsoftheStandingCommitteeoftheNPC.Some

ofthepowersandfunctionsare:1.StandingCommitteeandLawMaking2.ThePoweroftheNPCto

ChangetheLawsoftheNPC3.AppointmentmakingandElectoralFunctionsofStandingCommitteeand

Others.

1.StandingCommitteeandLawMaking:

WiththeexceptionofthelawmakingpowerssolelyentrustedtotheNPC(theenactmentand

amendmentoftheBasicStatutes),theStandingCommitteeiscompetenttomakelawsonallother

subjects.ThemembersoftheStandingCommittee,alongwiththeDeputiesoftheNPC,participate

activelyinthelawmakingprocesses.

TheycanproposeintheNPCanymeasureforlegislationorforconstitutionalamendment.TheStanding

CommitteeperformsaleadershiproleinthelawmakingthattheNPCundertakes.TheStanding

CommitteeindependentlymakeslawsonthesubjectsnotexclusivelyreservedfortheNPC.

2.ThePoweroftheNPCtoChangetheLawsoftheNPC:

WhentheNPCisnotinsession,theStandingCommitteeexercisesallthelawmakingpowers.Itcan

evenmodifyanystatuteprovidedthemodificationsdonotcontravenethebasicprinciplesofthe

statute.Hereagain,theStandingCommitteehasanupperhandinsofarasithasthepowertointerpret

thestatutes.

Bytheexerciseofits‘interpretingpower’,theStandingCommitteevirtuallydeterminesthenatureof

thestatute.ThispowerconsiderablystrengthenstheroleoftheStandingCommitteeinthelegislative

sphere.

3.AppointmentmakingandElectoralFunctionsofStandingCommittee:

(i)WhentheNPCisnotinsession,theStandingCommitteefillsupthevacanciesintheStateCouncil.All

electoralorappointmentmakingfunctionsoftheNPCareperformedbytheStandingCommitteewhen

theNPCisnotinsession.

Inotherwords,duringtheabsenceoftheNPC,theStandingCommitteeappoints,uponthe



recommendationsofthePremier,MinistersandSecretaryGeneraloftheStateCouncilandtheAuditor

General.

(ii)Similarly,theStandingCommitteeexercisesthepowertoappointVicePresidentsandJudgesofthe

SupremePeople’sCourt,membersoftheMilitaryCommissionsandtheProcuratorsoftheSupreme

People’sProcuratorate.However,theappointmentsofthePremier,theChiefJustice,andthe

ProcuratorGeneralaretheexclusiveprerogativesoftheNPC.

4.PowertoGuidetheForeignRelationsofChina:

(i)TheStandingCommitteedecidesupontheappointmentandrecallofChineseambassadorsandother

diplomaticrepresentativesabroad.AllsuchappointmentsaremadebythePresidentofthePeoples

RepublicofChina(PRC)onthebasisofthedecisionsmadebytheStandingCommitteeoftheNPC.

(ii)TheStandingCommitteedecidesontheratificationandabrogationofalltreatiesofChinawith

foreigncountries.ThisisdonebythePresidentofthePRCinaccordancewiththedecisionsofthe

StandingCommittee.

(iii)TheNPChasthepowertotakealldecisionsregardingwarandpeace.However,whentheNPCisnot

insessionthesefunctionsareperformedbytheStandingCommittee.TheStandingCommitteehasthe

responsibilitytotakedecisionsregardinggeneralmobilization.Italsodecidesontheissueofthe

enforcementofmartiallawinthewholeofChinaoranypartthereof.

5.PowertoGrantRanksandTitles:

TheStandingCommitteeinstitutestitlesandranksformilitaryanddiplomaticpersonnel.Itinstitutes

statemedalsandtitlesofhonouranddecidesontheirconferment.Themedalsandtitlesare,however,

conferredbythePresidentofthePRC.

6.PowertoGrantPardons:

TheStandingsCommitteedecidesallcasesforthegrantofspecialpardonstothecriminals.Allpardons

are,inpracticegrantedbythePresidentofthePRCinaccordancewiththedecisionsoftheStanding

Committee.

7.SupervisoryPowers:

TheStandingCommitteesupervisestheworkoftheStateCouncil,theCentralMilitaryCommission,the

SupremePeople’sCourtandtheSupremePeople’sProcuratorate.

8.PowertoReviewDecisions,RulesandOrders:

TheStandingCommitteecanrejectalldecisions,ordersandrulesmadebytheStateCouncilincaseit

findsthemagainstoftheConstitutionandthelaw.Inotherwords,itexercisesasortof‘judicialreview’

poweroverthedecisionsandrulesmadebytheStateCouncil.



9.PowerRelatingtotheImplementationoftheConstitutionandtheLaws:

TosupervisetheimplementationoftheConstitutionandthelawsisthepoweroftheNationalPeople’s

Congress.Howeverinpractice,itismostlyexercisedbytheStandingCommitteebecausetheNPCmeets

onlyafterlongintervalsandonlyforsmallsessions.

10.RoleinRespectofDevelopmentPlans:

Finally,theNPChasthepowertoapprovethesocioeconomicdevelopmentalplansandthebudget.The

StandingCommittee,canexamineandapprovepartialamendmentsandadjustmentsintheseplansand

thebudgetwhentheNPCisnotinsession.

Inadditiontoallthesefunctions,theStandingCommitteeperformsallsuchfunctionsasmaybe

assignedtoitbytheNationalPeople’sCongress.


