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THECHINESEPREMIER

IntroductiontotheChinesePremier:
StateCouncilastheexecutiveandhighestorganofStatepower,antthePremierasthepowerful
headoftheStateCouncil.TheStateCouncilbearstheimprintoftheideas,viewsandpersonality
ofthePremier.
AstheheadoftheStateCouncil,asapersonuponwhoserecommendationallotherministers
areappointedandasapersonwhoguides,directsandcontrolstheworkingoftheStateCouncil,
theChinesePremieroccupiesapowerfulpositionwhichcanbefavourablycomparedwiththe
positionsofIndianorBritishPrimeMinisters.
TheChinesePremier,likehisIndianandBritishcounterparts,istheheadoftherealexecutiveand
therealgovernment.ThePresidentofChinaisonlyaceremonialheadofstate.Becauseofhis
constpositionaswellasbecauseofthestrongpositionthathealwaysholdsinthehierarchyof
theCommunistParty,theChinesePremierisalwaysapowerfulandactiveactorintheChinese
politicalsystem.

2.MethodofAppointmentoftheChinesePremier:

The1982ConstitutionofChinaprovidesforauniquemethodfortheappointmentofthePremier.
ThePresidentofthePeople’sRepublicofChinasuggeststhenamefortheofficeofthePremier.
IftheNationalPeople’sCongressapprovesthePresidentialrecommendation,thePresident
appointsthePremier.
However,itisonlyaformality.Inreality,theCommunistPartydecideswhoistobethePremier.
ThechoiceusuallyfallsuponthesecondmostimportantleaderoftheCommunistParty,because
theleaderatthetopusuallylikestocontroltheCommunistPartyasitsChairmanorGeneral
Secretary.

3.TenureoftheChinesePremier:
ThePremierholdsofficeforaterm offiveyears.TheConstitutionfurtherstatesthatnoperson
canremainPremierformorethantwoconsecutiveterms.Inotherwords,liketheUSPresident,
theChinesePremiercanenjoyonlytwoconsecutiveterms.

However,theChineseConstitutionissilentwhetherapersonwhohasservedaspremierforten
yearscanagainbecomethePremierafteragapoffewyearsornot.Implicitly,itappearshecan.
IntheUSAhowever,nopersoncaneverremainPresidentformorethantwofullterms.The
NationalPeople’sCongresshasthepowertoremovethePremierbeforetheexpiryofhisterm.In
practice,suchadecisionisalwaysmadebythetopleadersoftheCommunistPartyofChina.

4.PowersandFunctionsoftheChinesePremier:
TheChinesePremierperformsseveralimportantfunctionsintheChineseconstitutionalsystem
whichmakeshispositionapivotalone.
Theaccountofhispowersandfunctionsisasfollows:
(1)ItisupontherecommendationsofthePremierthattheNationalPeople’sCongress,orthe
StandingCommitteeintheabsenceoftheNPC,appointstheVice-Premiers,StateCouncilors,
MinistersandtheSecretaryGeneraloftheStateCouncil.
(2)ThePremierheadstheStateCouncil.Hedirectsandcoordinatestheworkofthecouncilors
andtheVice-Premiers.TheVice-Premiers,theStateCouncilorsandtheSecretaryGeneralalways



assistthePremier.
(3)ThePremierconvenes,presidesoverandcontrolstheproceedingsoftheboththePlenary
andtheExecutivemeetingsoftheStateCouncil.
(4)ThePremierhastheoverallresponsibilityinrespectoftheeffectiveworkingoftheState
Council.Heguides,directs,coordinatesandcontrolstheworkingofalltheministriesand
commissions.
(5)Asheadoftherealgovernment(StateCouncil)andtherealexecutive,thePremierplaysan
activeroleinformulatingthepoliciesofthestate.HeconductstheforeignrelationsofChinaand
representsChinaintheinternationalconferencesheattends.

5.PositionandRoleoftheChinesePremier:
TheofficeoftheChinesePremierisapowerfulofficebothbecauseofhisheadshipofthereal
government—theStateCouncilaswellasduetothepivotalpositionthattheholderofthisoffice
alwaysoccupiesintheleadershiphierarchyoftheCommunistPartyofChina.

The1982Constitutionhasrestoredhisposition,whichhadgoterodedduringtheperiodofthe
CulturalRevolution.IthasmadethePremierpowerfulbygivingittheheadshipofthereal
executiveandbyvestingitwiththeoverallresponsibilityregardingtheeffectiveworkingofthe
StateCouncil.Now,thePremierisappointedbythePresidentafterhisnominee’snameis
approvedbytheNationalPeople’sCongress.
ThePremierisneitherchosennorremovedbytheStandingCommittee.Allothermembersofthe
StateCouncilareappointedbytheNPCortheStandingCommitteeupontherecommendations
ofthePremier.Thespecialmethodofhisappointmentgiveshim higherstatusintheState
Council.HispositionastheheadoftheStateCouncilfurthermakeshisroleverypowerfuland
activeintheworkingoftheChineseGovernment.
Despiteallthis,thepositionoftheChinesePremierisnotaspowerfulasthepositionofthe
PrimeMinisterinaparliamentarysystem liketheonewhichisatworkinIndia.InChina,the
Premierispowerfulnotbecauseofthepowersandfunctionsassignedtohim bytheConstitution
butbecauseofthefactofbeingapowerfulleader,ratheroneofthetwoorthreemostpowerful
leadersoftheCommunistParty.
ThePremiershipinChinahasbeenapowerfulinstitutionnotbecauseoftheconstitutional
provisionsbutbecauseofthefactthatithasbeenheldbypowerfulleaderslikeChouEn-Laiand
LiPeng,whowerestrongleadersoftheCPC.ThesuccesswithwhichheimplementedhisMartial
Law decisioninJune1989demonstratedLiPeng’sstrongpositionintheChinesepolitical
system.
Tosum up,wecansaythatwhereastheIndianandBritishPrimeMinistersarepowerfullargely
becauseoftheirpivotalconstitutionalpositions,theChinesePremierispowerfullargelybecause
ofhispowerfulpositionintheCommunistParty.TheChinesePremieristhemostimportant
personintheStateCouncilandoneofthetwoorthreemostpowerfulcommunistleadersofthe
Chinesepoliticalsystem.


